
The LVO’ team is keen to answer any 
questions you have on the projects 
featured within this bulletin or how we 
can help give you what you thought you 
could never have.  

Contact our office today – we are all 
about service and will only be too happy 
to help!

14/220 Boundary Street
Spring Hill Q 4000

Phone: +61 7 3832 2700
Fax: +61 7 3832 2708

Email: brisbane@lvo.com.au

www.lvo.com.au
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Architecture

The Cracknell Road Residential project is located on the corner  
of Cracknell Road and Franklin Street within the inner city suburb  
of Annerley, Brisbane. The project is 24 apartments with an equal  
split of 2 and 3 bedrooms in a four storey apartment building over  
a basement carpark.

LVO’ Architecture has designed an architecturally intelligent building 
layout, articulated on all faces, with large setbacks from the alignments, 
large areas of open space and by the inclusion of a mix of residential 
apartment designs has increased the density, the market options, and 
presentation and vitality of the overall development.

By the inclusion of contemporary design details – sunhoods, louvres, 
distinctive balcony structures and shapes, distinctive roof forms, 
articulation, open space areas, pool terrace area and by the inclusion 
of sleek natural stone colours and steel, the design will reflect a casual, 
contemporary building and life style. Courtyards and verandahs provide 
a refuge of peace and privacy within this residential development.

Each apartment is of generous size with 2 or 3 bedrooms, and with 
well appointed and generous ensuites and bathrooms. The apartment  

layouts are designed to maximise views from this ridge top building 
across the inner southern suburbs of Brisbane, with the majority  
of the apartments having views to the city to the north. Each unit has  
a substantial balcony or terrace sized for external living in the Brisbane 
sub-tropical climate.

In this project our client and LVO’ Architecture have taken a traditional 
residential building form and layout relevant to today’s residential 
needs and provided a sophisticated outcome and image by the use  
of contemporary design details.

For more information on this article contact David Pfaff  
at david.pfaff@lvo.com.au

Cracknell Road Apartments
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The past few months have seen some significant milestones for LVO’ and our Directors.

In September Greg O’Brien celebrated 25 years of operating his practice, whilst Wayne Lafferty has celebrated 
15 years of running his own company. Spectacular achievements in such a challenging and competitive 
industry.  

 LVO’ would also like to congratulate Greg on his elevation to Fellowship of the Australian Institute of 
Architecture. Invitation to Fellowship is given in recognition of ongoing contribution to the practice of 

Architecture. With 40 years experience in Architecture in both Australia and overseas, and almost 30 years 
in Landscape Architecture, Greg is well deserved in receiving this prestigious accolade. 

November saw the 5th anniversary of the founding of LVO’ Architecture, when Greg and Wayne decided to join 
forces and establish what was to become an industry leading multi-disciplinary design and assessment office.

It has been a busy and rewarding 5 years for the Directors and the staff at LVO’, and we thank our clients, 
consultants, and contractors for the ongoing support they have shown. We now look forward to many more 
rewarding years as we continue to:

• Challenge ourselves, our staff, our clients and the industry.

• Deliver world class products and services.

• Attract and work with quality clients adding value to every project.

• Provide a challenging and rewarding team-focused culture for our staff.

• Give our Clients what they thought they could never have.

YEARS OF LVO’ 



In 2009, LVO’ Architecture was engaged by Heran Building Group to provide the landscape architectural 
services for a large residential development at 113 Endeavour Boulevard, Mango Hill, Qld. These services 
consisted of a landscape proposal for development approval and construction documentation.

The primary intent of the design was to resolve a landscape, complimentary to the architecturally 
designed units, which was environmentally responsive to the local conditions and mindful of the needs 
of the residents. To comply with local development policy the proposed landscape was based upon 
design guidelines as outlined by the Mango Hill Infrastructure Development Control Plan (August 2009). 

An entry wall was designed as a contemporary hard landscape element and utilises horizontal block 
detail and timber battening in reflection of local design themes. Distinctive in character, it is framed  
by planting, using contrasting heights, textures and statement colours. 

Public areas include both open active spaces and intimate passive spaces for user enjoyment  
and a carefully selected range of plant species is used to preserve sight safety lines and facilitate 
passive surveillance. Private courtyards provide practical, usable spaces for outdoor entertaining 
and recreation, and are buffered by soft vegetative surroundings and screen planting.

Vegetation to Endeavour Boulevard frontage provides a subtle transition 
between the existing retaining wall and the acoustic fence, and sensitive 
plant selection seamlessly blends the proposed works with the existing 
landscape character.  

Overall the new landscape presents as a comfortable, sustainable 
and attractive environment for all residents to enjoy, with  
an emphasis on considered plant selection and placement ensuring 
that an aesthetic balance between the buildings and their context 
is achieved.

For more information on this article contact Hadley Mills at  
hadley.mills@lvo.com.au

...the new landscape 
presents as a 
comfortable,  
sustainable and 
attractive environment 
for all residents to enjoy. 

Landscape Architecture

Endeavour Boulevard, North Lakes 

Mulgowie Power Station
Visual Planning Assessment

Earlier this year LVO’ Architecture’s Visual Planning Assessment team was engaged by the Lockyer Valley Regional 
Council to undertake a visual impact assessment of a proposed Gas Fired Power Station at Mulgowie Road in the 
Laidley Valley.

The proposed development is a Gas Fired Power Station with a total development footprint of approximately  
260 metres x 320 metres, and components achieving heights of approximately 35 metres above the modified 
ground levels.
 
The subject site is located on the floor of the Laidley Valley, meaning it is visible from a range of vantage  
points throughout the valley. Presently the site accommodates typical rural buildings and activities, including  
a small piggery.

Impacts of infrastructure on visual environments depends largely on the degree of contrast that the infrastructure 
has with the existing environment, especially with the natural elements of the existing environment. At one 
extreme, infrastructure in a completely natural environment would have significant impact, whilst at the other 
extreme infrastructure which has an industrial character in an industrial environment would have little impact.  
The degree of contrast depends primarily on the appearance, scale and visibility of the proposed infrastructure 
and the visual setting in which it will be located.

It is also worth noting that most types of infrastructure typically have a stigma attached to them which often affects 
people’s acceptance of it, irrespective of other considerations.

Our assessment sought to determine the type and extent of impacts that the proposal may cause on the visual 
environment, taking into consideration the existing visual qualities and amenity of the local area (in this case, a 
rural environment used for commercial food production), and people’s reasonable expectations for development  
in the local area.

Our assessment and recommendations comprised part of a suite of studies which assisted Council in making  
an informed decision with respect to the application.

For more information on this article contact Nick McGowan at nick.mcgowan@lvo.com.au

- students didn’t learn about energy efficiency
- students did learn about design for climate
-  the standards required for ventilation in Brisbane houses were better  

than they are today
- a typical suburban house and land package was less than $15,000
- no buildings in Surfers Paradise had reached 20 storeys
- the Captain Cook Bridge did not exist
- the Bellevue Hotel and Cloudland were still operating
-  Queen St had traffic, trams & parking metres for its whole length  

(and Rock & Roll George in his 1949 Holden)
- there was no direct rail link between South Brisbane and the CBD
- Messrs R.J. McWilliam, Conrad, Gargett, Bligh & Voller were still working
-  Architects played the role of project managers and were engaged  

to carry out contract administration
- Anna Bligh was in primary school
- Lang park was Lang Park.

Those who have known Greg for a long time know that his enthusiasm for 
architecture, urban design, and landscape architecture has not waned 
over that 40 year period. His recent elevation to Fellowship of the RAIA  
and his constant appointments for new projects are testimony of his having 
met the challenge of keeping up to date in this ever changing profession.  
He would like to assure all his clients and colleagues that there are still  
more challenges which he wishes to face with them.

As seen in the photos, in that time there have been several changes in the 
face of Brisbane as well as in the face of Greg.

Industry Article 

In December Greg O’Brien celebrated the 40th 
anniversary of his registration as an architect.

As a student, Greg worked on the building renovations 
for the 3rd computer installation in Queensland.  

It occupied almost half of the basement floor area of the 
Treasury Building and was less powerful then the average PC. 

Of the 60 odd students who started architecture at UQ with 
Greg only 16 graduated with him including one female.

When he was registered:
-  drafting and design were by T squares and set squares

-  a few of the more advanced offices used drafting machines
-  calculators weren’t available 

-  there were no faxes let alone emails 
- dimensions were in feet, inches , chains, and links, and land  

  areas in acres, roods and perches
-  there were no State wide building regulations let alone  

    a Building Code of Australia
-   most Local Authorities had town plans that consisted only  

of a zoning map and a few other pages 
-   the professions of town planning and landscape architecture 

were in their infancy
-   some scientists were predicting that air pollution could create 

another ice age
- there was some serious talk of a future energy crisis

40 Years as an Architect


